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Chapter 7 

Eastern Washington University 
Enrollment Highlights 

 
 
Introduction 
 

astern Washington University (EWU) was founded in 1882 and now offers nearly 200 
undergraduate degrees and degree options and 25 graduate programs.  The University is 

organized into four colleges:  Business Administration; Education and Human Development; 
Letters, Arts, and Social Sciences; and Science, Mathematics, and Technology.  EWU also has a 
consortium relationship with the Intercollegiate Center for Nursing Education. 
 
Annual attendance has been increasing during the past four academic years.  Fall 2000 
enrollment was 8,597 students or 8,419 FTEs.  (See Table 30.) 
 
Access and Participation Rates 
 

Located in Cheney and Spokane, EWU serves students from eastern Washington as well as the 
entire state.  Among Fall 2000 total students, 46 percent were from Spokane County (where the 
university is located) and about 5 percent were from King County.  (See Table 31 and Figure 
11.)  Over 12 percent of Eastern students are from out of state and foreign countries. 
 
Over 11 percent of students are racial or ethnic minorities.   
 
Service Levels and Student Flow 
 

Out of 8,597 students enrolled in Fall 2000, 1,092 came directly from high schools, 1,391 were 
from two- and four-year institutions, 204 were former returning students and unknowns, and 
5,910 were continuing students.  (See Table 32.) 
 
Spokane Programs 
 

Eastern Washington University offers a variety of programs in Spokane at its Spokane Center, at 
Riverpoint and other locations.  The Spokane Center opened in 1983.  The Spokane Center, 
which was extensively renovated in 1992, offers a variety of undergraduate and graduate 
programs and courses.  Health Science programs, such as, physical therapy, dental hygiene and 
communication disorders are located in Spokane.   
 
EWU occupies the Riverpoint Phase I classroom building with Washington State University.  
Since spring 1996, the College of Business and Public Administration has offered degrees in 
business, urban and regional planning, and public administration at the Riverpoint campus.  
 
Over 1,800 undergraduate and graduate students were served in Spokane Center during fall 
2000. 
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Table 30 
Eastern Washington University 

Annual Average and Fall Headcount Enrollment and FTEs 
1970-71 through 2000-01 

 
 _______Annual Average____  _________Fall Quarter______ 
 Headcount FTEs  Headcount FTEs 
        1970-71 6,420  6,503  6,801  6,163 
1971-72 6,335  6,350  6,618  6,205 
1972-73 6,433  6,340  6,726  5,896 
1973-74 6,254  5,996  6,415  5,704 
1974-75 6,694  6,204  6,390  5,505 
1975-76 6,732  6,435  7,185  5,834 
1976-77 7,010  6,322  6,895  6,453 
1977-78 7,138  6,280  6,837  6,387 
1978-79 7,164  6,307  7,013  6,426 
1979-80 7,658  6,756  7,724  6,902 
1980-81 7,948  7,212  8,333  7,549 
1981-82 7,604  7,085  7,864  7,389 
1982-83 7,761  7,126  8,156  7,470 
1983-84 7,974  7,220  8,492  7,651 
1984-85 7,764  7,144  8,527  7,619 
1985-86 7,588  6,871  7,838  7,229 
1986-87 7,757  6,809  8,091  7,141 
1987-88 7,655  6,872  8,036  7,156 
1988-89 7,582  6,924  8,134  7,341 
1989-90 7,992  7,214  8,098  7,427 
1990-91 7,946  7,417  8,402  7,792 
1991-92 7,806  7,360  8,348  7,883 
1992-93 8.011  7,533  8,363  7,898 
1993-94 8,065  7,635  8,431  7,961 
1994-95 7,997  7,605  8,360  7,964 
1995-96 7,774  7,364  8,078  7,698 
1996-97 7,335  6,945  7,589  7,232 
1997-98 7,231  6,907  7,537  7,182 
1998-99 7,484  7,244  7,688  7,516 
1999-00 7,961  7,712  8,261  8,050 
2000-01 8,289  8,081  8,597  8,419 

 
SOURCE:  Higher Education Enrollment Report (HEER). 
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Table 31 
Eastern Washington University 

County Participation Rates, Fall 2000 
 

  2000 Pop Fall 2000 Part.  2000 Pop Fall 2000 Part. Desc. 
 County Age 17+ Enr. Rates County Age 17+ Enr. Rates Rank 

           
Adams 11,113 80 0.720 Lincoln 7,755 101 1.302 1
Asotin 15,615 40 0.256 Spokane 317,017 3,927 1.239 2
Benton 102,453 362 0.353 Pend Oreille 8,824 70 0.793 3
Chelan 49,018 92 0.188 Stevens 29,243 224 0.766 4

* Clallam 51,255 77 0.150 Adams 11,113 80 0.720 5
* Clark 251,228 99 0.039 Ferry 5,448 35 0.642 6

Columbia 3,150 13 0.413 Garfield 1,816 9 0.496 7
* Cowlitz 69,408 37 0.053 Grant 52,068 248 0.476 8

Douglas 23,520 43 0.183 Columbia 3,150 13 0.413 9
Ferry 5,448 35 0.642 Okanogan 29,245 116 0.397 10
Franklin 33,172 84 0.253 Whitman 34,385 131 0.381 11
Garfield 1,816 9 0.496 Benton 102,453 362 0.353 12
Grant 52,068 248 0.476 Walla Walla 42,594 139 0.326 13

* Grays Harbor 50,972 33 0.065 Asotin 15,615 40 0.256 14
* Island 54,262 34 0.063 Franklin 33,172 84 0.253 15
* Jefferson 21,119 6 0.028 * Pacific 16,769 32 0.191 16
* King 1,368,040 429 0.031 Chelan 49,018 92 0.188 17
* Kitsap 173,339 96 0.055 Douglas 23,520 43 0.183 18

Kittitas 27,151 4 0.015 * Clallam 51,255 77 0.150 19
Klickitat 14,263 15 0.105 Yakima 155,550 193 0.124 20

* Lewis 51,506 57 0.111 * Lewis 51,506 57 0.111 21
Lincoln 7,755 101 1.302 Klickitat 14,263 15 0.105 22

* Mason 38,491 29 0.075 * Wahkiakum 2,981 3 0.101 23
Okanogan 29,245 116 0.397 * Skagit 77,482 62 0.080 24

* Pacific 16,769 32 0.191 * Mason 38,491 29 0.075 25
Pend Oreille 8,824 70 0.793 * San Juan 11,527 8 0.069 26

* Pierce 520,806 250 0.048 * Thurston 158,009 105 0.066 27
* San Juan 11,527 8 0.069 * Whatcom 129,356 85 0.066 28
* Skagit 77,482 62 0.080 * Grays Harbor 50,972 33 0.065 29
* Skamania 7,400 1 0.014 * Island 54,262 34 0.063 30
* Snohomish 448,524 175 0.039 * Kitsap 173,339 96 0.055 31

Spokane 317,017 3,927 1.239 * Cowlitz 69,408 37 0.053 32
Stevens 29,243 224 0.766 * Pierce 520,806 250 0.048 33

* Thurston 158,009 105 0.066 * Clark 251,228 99 0.039 34
* Wahkiakum 2,981 3 0.101 * Snohomish 448,524 175 0.039 35

Walla Walla 42,594 139 0.326 * King 1,368,040 429 0.031 36
* Whatcom 129,356 85 0.066 * Jefferson 21,119 6 0.028 37

Whitman 34,385 131 0.381 Kittitas 27,151 4 0.015 38
Yakima 155,550 193 0.124 * Skamania 7,400 1 0.014 39

Washington Total 4,465,872 7,544 0.169  Washington Total 4,465,872 7,544 0.169 
Out-of-State U.S.  770   Out-of-State U.S.  770   
Foreign   283   Foreign   283   
Total  8,597   Total  8,597   

          
* West of the Cascades. 3,502,474 5,620 0.160       
  East of the Cascades 963,398 1,928 0.200       

 
NOTE: 
These are participation rates of enrolled students who applied from within the state of Washington by county. 
 
Source:  Enrollment data is from Fall 2000 HEER.  Population data is from OFM. 
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Table 32 
Eastern Washington University 

Student Flow, Fall 1985 through Fall 20001 
 

 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

Freshman Entrance 904 751 902 925 854 810 785 805 767 747 714 707 672 861 1,079 1,092 
                 

  Washington High School 841 700 801 815 761 719 694 717 682 686 646 608 615 760 896 914 
  High School Senior Previous Fall 57,410 57,034 59,930 61,607 60,912 56,484 54,388 55,659 56,617 58,590 61,112 62,720 65,346 68,242 69,373 72,131 
  Percent 1.46 1.23 1.34 1.32 1.25 1.27 1.28 1.29 1.20 1.17 1.06 0.97 0.94 1.11 1.29 1.27 

                 
  Out of State High School 63 51 101 110 93 91 91 88 85 61 68 99 57 101 183 178 
  EWU Fall Headcount 8,095 8,091 8,036 8,198 8,098 8,402 8,348 7,883 8,431 8,360 8,078 7,589 7,537 7,688 8,261 8,597 
  Percent 0.78 0.63 1.26 1.34 1.15 1.08 1.09 1.12 1.01 0.73 0.84 1.30 0.76 1.31 2.22 2.07 

                 
Transfer 1,161 1,258 1,411 1,447 1,500 1,622 1,594 1,631 1,638 1,577 1,527 1,315 1,033 1,353 1,386 1,391 

                 
  Washington Community Colleges 602 559 594 697 750 779 777 823 847 781 792 649 532 665 705 690 
  CC Academic AA FTE2 38,199 38,303 39,390 39,693 34,611 40,665 41,274 43,656 44,308 47,089 47,972 47,972 46,090 44,772 45,419 46’427 
  Percent 1.58 1.46 1.51 1.76 2.17 1.92 1.88 1.89 1.91 1.66 1.65 1.35 1.15 1.49 1.55      1.49 

                 
  WA Four-Year Institution 276 343 392 365 330 437 397 403 364 377 394 368 292 354 342 348 
  Public Four-Year Previous Spring 69,093 69,775 69,331 69,273 70,290 72,149 73,340 73,960 75,404 77,657 78,250 78,856 80,857 81,065 82,606 86,995 
  Percent 0.40 0.49 0.57 0.53 0.47 0.61 0.54 0.54 0.48 0.49 0.50 0.47 0.36 0.44 0.41 0.40 

                 
  Out of State Institution 283 356 425 385 420 406 420 405 427 419 341 298 209 334 336 353 
  EWU Fall Headcount 8,095 8,091 8,036 8,198 8,098 8,402 8,348 7,883 8,431 8,360 8,078 7,589 7,537 7,688 8,261 8,597 
  Percent 3.50 4.40 5.29 4.70 5.19 4.83 5.03 5.14 5.06 5.01 4.22 3.93 2.77 4.34 4.07 4.11 

                 
Continuing Student 4,614 4,600 4,771 4,836 4,980 5,332 5,293 5,288 5,439 5,545 5,361 5,127 5,535 5,240 5,578 5,910 

                 
  Continuing Student 4,614 4,600 4,771 4,836 4,980 5,332 5,293 5,288 5,493 5,545 5,361 5,127 5,535 5,240 5,578 5,910 
  EWU Previous Spring Headcount 7,091 7,229 7,190 7,275 6,993 7,712 7,419 7,275 7,642 7,716 7,658 7,466 7,039 6,978 7,336 7,725 
  Percent Retained 65.07 63.63 66.36 66.47 71.21 69.14 71.34 72.69 71.88 71.86 70.01 68.67 78.63 75.09 76.04 76.50 

                 
Other Entrance 1,159 1,482 952 926 764 638 676 639 533 491 476 440 297 234 221 204 

                 
  Former Student 701 1,433 943 919 756 628 670 639 533 490 476 439 218 173 142 144 
  Unknown 458 49 9 7 8 10 6 0 0 1 0 1 79 61 79 60 

                 
Total Fall Headcount 7,838 8,091 8,036 8,134 8,098 8,402 8,348 8,363 8,431 8,360 8,078 7,589 7,537 7,688 8,261 8,597 

                 
Total AA FTEs 6,871 6,809 6,872 6,924 7,214 7,417 7,360 7,533 7,635 7,605 7,364 7,825 6,907 7,244 7,712 8,081 
 
NOTES: 
10Do not include the Tri-Cities University Center enrollment-shown in a separate table. 
2Beginning 1994, figures include Technical Colleges from SBCTC Management Information System (MIS). 
CC = Community College 
AA = Annual Average 
 
SOURCE:  Higher Education Enrollment Report (HEER). 
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